
  

MetroLink presentaton to An Bord Pleanála, April 2024.

Part1: A request for ancillary relief in the event
of consent being granted to MetroLink

Part 2: Outstanding questons from submission; seemingly 
omited canal railway re airport DaART, opton of 2 Luas lines to airport?

Questons would be welcome at the end.
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Final Draft



  
Routes 700 and 702 again meet near 
Stllorgan. Stops are about 500 metres apart.
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700

700
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Mount 

Merrion 
Avenue

Talbot
Hotel

Blackrock
UCDa

Stllorgan

Routes 702/3: Approach to Becket Bridge in 
red is 1 km longer than necessary. Northbound 
route in green is even longer, by 1.6 km.

The 700 and 702/3 pass 1 km apart at Leeson 
Street and Mount Street bridges. 

Charlemont
Sussex Road

51 Mins from T1
46 Mins from T2

Schoolhouse Hotel
28 Mins from T2
22 Mins of-peak
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Grand Canal 
Daock
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Bridge

Merrion Sq.
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410 M.

Ballsbridge

Airport collecton loop adds 1.6 km distance 
and 5 minutes travel tme for passengers 
coming from T1. Efects 700, 702, 703, 782, 
783, and 784 services, but not Daublin Bus 16.

M 50

M 2

M 3

N 81

M 1

UCDa

Swords

N 4

N 7

Phoenix 
Park

Howth

M 50

Bray

Dublin 
Bay

Daún  Laoghaire

Greystones

Killiney

Mt. Merrion Ave. 11 Mins 
quicker than 700 to Talbot

702/3: Schoolhouse
28 Mins from T2
33 Mins from T1

Sandyford

Foxrock

702

703

702

702 & 703

M 11

5  Kilometres Aircoach 700
Aircoach 702 /  703

 © Ruadhán MacEoin 2024

Daublin 
Airport

Charlemont

700: Sussex Rd.
51 Mins from T1
46 Mins from T2

Talbot Hotel

700

Darumcondra

700

A Tale of Two Buses: Aircoach services 700 and 702/3

700: Every 15 Mins. 702/3: Hourly.



  

O’Connell Br.

Port Tunnel
 (onto M1)
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Green Luas
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City centre routes of the 700, 702 
and 703 services to Sandyford, 

Greystones and Killiney.
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700 Daublin Airport Terminal 1 to Sussex Road (Burlington):
 51 minutes at peak tmes, 39 minutes at of-peak tmes. 

702/3 Daublin Airport Terminal 2 to Schoolhouse Hotel:
 28 minutes at Peak Times, 22 at of-peak tmes.

The 702 is also 11 minutes faster to Mt. Merrion Avenue than 700 to Talbot Hotel, despite fewer bus lanes along the 702 route. 

The 702 only goes 8 tmes daily each way, and likewise with the 703 – yet the 700 goes 50 tmes ofen at 15 minute frequency. 

As there are 13 stops from Sandyford to Leeson St. Bridge, and only 4 to the airport, it may make sense to send the busiest service the quickest way.  



  

The 1 km trip from the Schoolhouse Hotel to Leeson Street bridge is about 3 minutes by car.

The 410 metre walk from Leeson Street bridge to Charlemont Luas Staton / MetroLink destnaton is  4 minutes on foot.

Schoolhouse
Hotel

Leeson St.
Bridge



  

Let buses turn lef onto Guild Street and go straight onto Becket Bridge (above right), and Dublin Airport to Leeson Street bridge becomes 28 minutes

Compares well with 23 minutes predicted of MetroLink to Charlemont, which excludes descending and ascending escalators. 

Hence travel tme is likely to be around the same to Leeson Street by MetroLink as it could be by bus.

Dairect Route: 3 MinsCurrent Bus Route 6 Mins

Becket Bridge: Southbound Approach

River
Lifey

River Lifey



  

O’Connell Br.

Port Tunnel
 (onto M1)
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Green Luas

Red Luas

DART

To Dublin Airport 

Trinity

Connolly

Lansdowne 
Road

500 metres

Tom Clarke / 
East Link Bridge

Grand 
Canal 
Daock

Leeson St. 
Bridge

Pearse

702: To Greystones
 703: To Killiney

Merrion 
Square

Sussex Road

To Dublin Airport 

To Sandyford 

Becket 
Bridge

The PointConventon
Centre

Charlemont

550 metres 
walk

The 
Schoolhouse

350 metres 
walk

Daublin Airport to Leeson St Bridge in 
28 minutes peak tme, 24 of peak – 

instead of 51 and 39 minutes presently.

Integrates with DaART, 2 Luas lines and 
many Daublin Bus services.



  

“Except Buses” signs would need to be erected at restricted turns:

● Northumberland Road and Haddington Road juncton.

● Sherif Street and Guild Street juncton.

● Sussex Terrace onto Leeson Street Upper, so as to stop at the bus stop in situ 
near Charlemont Luas Staton.

Sherif St, looking east.

Northumberland Rd., looking south.



  

Lef: The southbound approach onto Becket Bridge at Guild Street has 3 lanes, including a litle-used right-turn lane onto North Wall Quay, 
and a 12 metre wide grass area on the east side. Including a bus lane  would help reduce travel tmes.

Right: The northbound approach to Becket Bridge would beneft by similar treatment, where the east side pavement is 5.5 metres wide, 
with on-street vehicular parking on both sides of Cardif Lane.

North Wall

Becket Bridge

Cardif Lane

Royal
Canal

River Lifey

         Lifey Becket Bridge



  

South of Becket Bridge, a bus lane 
on the approaches  to Pearse 
Street, from Cardif Lane, and 
Macken Street would be useful.

Cardif Lane

Pearse Street

Macken Street



  

Terminal 1

1.6 km route before Terminal 2 bus stop

Darop-of route:
Collectons route:
Out-of-service secton of route:

Presently

Possibly

Collecton arrangements on coach services at Dublin Airport 

Terminal 1 passengers have a longer journey with 5 minutes 
more travel tme than passengers from Terminal 2.

If services were to start at Terminal 2, then collect at Terminal 1 
so as to directly leave the airport, this would cut travel tme.

Alternatvely, there could be one bus stop, which is most efcient 
– as per Daublin Bus route 16.

Terminal 2

Terminal 1

Terminal 2



  

Terminal 2

Terminal 1

Current Bus Arrivals Route: 2 km

Suggested New Bus Arrivals Route: 1 km

A new bus only of-ramp from the M1 onto the Airport Red Car Park southern perimeter road 
 would cut 1 km of the arrivals route, and a minute of travel tmes..

Estmated travel tme: 24 minutes between Dublin Airport and Charlemont by reformed bus / coach route via Port Tunnel

M1

M1
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M 50

Reformed Coach Route

Malahide

Rathfarnham

Malahide DaART

Blackrock

Fosterstown

Schoolhouse Hotel
Charlemont

(Leeson St. br.)

Tallaght

Templeogue

2 per 60 mins.

4 per 60 mins.

2 per 60 mins.

4 per 60 mins.

A mega beneft of linking Leeson Street with a faster airport bus is the 
Stllorgan QBC leads towards Sandyford – and Daublin Airport has a QBC to 
Swords. Thus a Swords to Sandyford public transport corridor can 
happen, in line with natonal policy.

Currently, the Aircoach 700 stops 3 tmes within 900 metres on 
Morehampton Road and Upper Leeson Street. For a faster service, 
minimise stops and let existng buses provide feeder services in between.

Services could be most frequent where demand is highest, i.e. the core 
corridor (indicated frequencies are for suggeston purposes only_.

A new coach service could adopt a ‘Ryanair’ approach to speed up travel:

1. Incentvise prepaid fares and discourage onboard payments
2. Charge for luggage over a certain size that goes in the hold.
3. Allow boarding and alightng at every stop, unlike now.
4. Reasonable priced fares: Dubliners pay 5 – 6 tmes cost per kilometre 
travelled than passengers carried by the same operators from Daublin 
Airport to Belfast and Cork. 

Passenger capacity may arise as an issue, and demand from other areas.

Conventon 
Centre The Point / 3 Arena
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M 50

Airport BRT Routes

Malahide

Rathfarnham

Rathgar &
Terenure

Templeogue

Malahide DaART

Blackrock

St. Endas

The Point

Fosterstown

Ringsend

Grand Canal Daock
Charlemont

Tallaght

Rathmines

Ballinteer

Ferry
Port

1 per 10 mins.
3 per 10 mins.

5 per 10 mins.
4.500 ppdph 

off-peak

1 per 10 mins.

2 per 10 mins.
3 per
10 mins.

2 per 10 mins.
1 per
10 mins.

1 per 30 mins.

2 per 30 mins.

1 per 10 mins.

To Bray & 
Greystones

MetroLink: Not open untl  at least 2035” = life span of a public bus.

As travel tme between Charlemont and Airport can be the same by bus 
via Port Tunnel and Becket Bridge, using interim buses makes sense.

2 big benefts of single-decker artculated buses:
Capacity of up to 150 passengers
Lower roofs = more routes are passable. A direct way by Ringsend and 
Tom Clarke Bridge, or Erne St., cuts travel tme by another 5 minutes.  

1 bus every 2 minutes could deliver 4,500 passengers per directon per 
hour, from Daublin airport to Charlemont. If doubled to 1 a minute at 
peak tmes, this could carry 9,000 ppdph. Green Luas carries 6,404 at 
peak tmes, and MetroLink is to carry 20,000 ppdph.

Advanced priority signals could further quicken services at key junctons. 
Another bus exempton sign at Rathmines canal juncton would enable 
rapid services along the Rathmines QBC to Ballinteer and Tallaght.



  

Presently: No direct bus services from Airport to Ballymun, Glasnevin, and Phibsborough. 
New MetroLink is being aligned this way to deal with demand?
Journeys that should be 12 minutes instead take 35 minutes, as above.

The Ballymun Road has a QBC less congested than the Darumcondra road to the airport. 
The Daublin Bus routes 4 and 155 frequently go to Ballymun from Monkstown and Bray.
It may make sense to extend these services to the airport and Swords.
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M 50

Airport BRT Routes

Malahide

Rathfarnham

Rathgar &
Terenure

Templeogue

Malahide DaART

Blackrock

St. Endas

The Point

Fosterstown

Ringsend

Grand Canal DaockCharlemont

Tallaght

Rathmines

Ballinteer

Ferry
Port

1 per 10 mins.
3 per 10 mins.

5 per 10 mins.
4.500 ppdph 

off-peak

1 per 10 mins.

2 per 10 mins.
3 per
10 mins.

2 per 10 mins.
1 per
10 mins.

1 per 30 mins.

2 per 30 mins.

1 per 10 mins.

To Bray & 
Greystones

The rapid bus through the Port Tunnel to the south city could be 
complemented by a north side service, from the airport to Ballymun, 
and along the QBC via DaCU, Glasnevin, Phibsborough, into the city. 
Again, Fewer stops = Faster journey tmes.

Daublin Airport, Swords, and city can be served by two corridors of 
quality public transport carrying 18,000 at peak tmes, comparable to 
MetroLink. Cost of set-up and feet acquisiton may be €100 – 200 
million, i.e. One thousandth of the €10 – 20 billion cost of MetroLink. 

Van Hool artculated buses are already in use in Belfast; batery – 
trolley are also available. With 24 minutes travel tme to Charlemont 
via Port Tunnel, service levels could compare with  Paris Metro lines.  

Phibsboroug
h

Glasnevin

DaCU

Ballymun



  

Port Tunnel
 (onto M1)
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DART

Trinity
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Pearse
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Pearse Street

Grand Canal 
Daock

1
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8
9

Cumberland St. Bridge
Sandwith Street Bridge
Upper Erne St. Bridge
Macken Street Bridge

Brunswick Place Bridge
Grand Canal Qy. Bridge
Barrow Street Bridge
South Lots Rd. Bridge

Bath Avenue Bridge
Irish Rail / DaART
Green Luas
Red Luas

9

8
7

6

7

5

4
3

2
1

To the Port Tunnel 
and Dublin Airport

Cumberland 
St. South.

 3.25 
metres

   7 
metres

 Arched One way

Sandwith St. 
Upper

 3.68 
metres

  10.5 
metres

 Arched

Erne Street 
Upper

 3.24 
metres

  6.5 
metres

 Arched

Brunswick 
Place

 4.02 
metres

  4.5 
metres

 Arched Narrow

Macken Street  4.38 
metres

   8 
metres

 Arched

Grand Canal 
Quay

 2.36 
metres

   5 
metres

 Arched No
Vehicles

Barrow Street  3.67 
metres

  4.5 
metres

 Flat Signalled 
flow

South Lotts 
Road

 3.35 
metres

   6 
metres

 Flat

Bath Avenue   3.86 
metres

    6 
metres

 Flat

 Location               Height     Width (approx.)         Restrictions      Double Coaches Single
                                                                                                       deckers              deckers

Overhead bridges on the way between The Point
 and Leeson Street Bridge for purpose of a bus route. 

O’Connell Br.

Bridge height is too low to pass

Passable, but less than 0.3 M. Clearance
as recommended. May need some localised
works or specifc directons to driver.

Passable with recommended clearance.

The 
Point

To Dublin Airport 



  

Recap 

Existng frequent services are 51 minutes  from Terminal 1 to Grand Canal, yet 
its 28 minutes on rarer services from T 2 to Grand Canal at the same tme.

Fairer fares: Dubliners pay 5 – 6 tmes price per kilometre for a trip to Daublin 
Airport than passengers coming from Belfast and Cork with the same operator. 

23 minutes is the proposed MetroLink travel tme from Daublin Airport to 
Charlemont. Bus can do this in 24 minutes and carry people further.

MetroLink is to ‘ultmately’ carry 20,000 per hou. 2 rapid bus services could 
carry 9,000 x 2 in the interim at the cost 1/1000 of MetroLink.

Fewer stops = quicker service, not 3 stops within a kilometre. Incentvise 
prepaid fares and charge for luggage loading. Coaches are not optmum.

MetroLink is not due to open untl 2035, i.e the life span of a bus. It makes 
sense to get buses with lower roofs that can ft under Irish Rail bridges to 
enable quick services to the south city via the Port Tunnel and Becket / Tom 
Clark bridge – with the north city suburbs served by a direct service.

Can  ABP request “Except Buses” signs be put at Sherif / Guild St juncton 
and that the applicant ensures a faster bus service occurs as ancillary works?
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M 50

Airport BRT Routes
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Part 2: Outstanding questons from submission; seemingly 
omited canal railway re airport DaART, opton of 2 Luas lines to airport?

© Ruadhán MacEoin, Urban Planner MSc., BSc., BA. 20 March 2024 



  

Part II: Outstanding Concerns
1. Project Splitng and the “Forgoten railway” (i)

TII Response 1 to my writen submission:
As part of the assessment of the baseline trafc network in secton 
4.2.2.4 of EIAR Appendix A9.2 Overall Project Trafc and Transportaton 
Assessment, the Dublin Dunboyne/M3 Parkway rail line ('Maynooth 
Line' operatng from Connolly Staton) has been included. TII cannot 
comment on its omission from other rail plans, however confrm it has 
been included within the MetroLink assessment. See text to the right >
The ‘Maynooth Line’ has indeed been included, but where is the 
Royal Canal railway?

4.2.2.4 Heavy Rail

Dublin is serviced by 4 main rail lines (North Coastal, South Coastal, Kildare Line 
and Maynooth Line), and has Connolly and Heuston as the main rail statons. 
Additonal city centre stops such as Pearse Street and Tara Street also provide 
interchange to regional rail services. Drumcondra Railway staton also provides 
an interchange with heavy rail services on the Maynooth line, Dublin Connolly-
Sligo line, and Grand Canal Dock and Dublin Heuston to Portlaoise line.

Commuter services are provided by the DART which runs along the east coast 
from Malahide or Howth in the North of the city to Bray or Greystones in the 
South of the city (extending into County Wicklow). Pearse and Tara treet statons 
provide interchange for DART services.

There are also a number of ‘commuter services’ including the:
• Dublin Northern Commuter (operates from Connolly)
• Dublin Portlaoise Commuter (operates from Heuston)
• Dublin Longford Commuter (operates from Connolly)
• Dublin Dunboyne / M3 Parkway (operates from Connolly)
• Dublin Southern Commuter (operates from Connolly)
• Mallow – Cork – Cobh – Midleton Commuter

The proposed Project alignment allows interchange to the Maynooth Line at 
Glasnevin Project Staton, as well as interchange with the Northern and South 
Eastern Line at Tara Street Staton.

Passenger Rail connectvity with the proposed Project alignment is also available 
in the City Centre where the route alignment is in proximity to Tara Staton. 
Connectons to Heuston Staton are also possible via the Luas Red Line. Intercity 
connectons are provided at Connolly onward to Belfast, Sligo and Rosslare 
Europort and from Heuston to Cork and Galway

4.2.2.4 in entrety. There is reference to connectvity to existng Maynooth 
services, but there is no reference to the opton of re-routng that trafc along 
the Royal Canal railway, which would create a pathway for an Airport DART.

Royal Canal 
Railway. Omited.

Above: The Royal Canal line as denoted by the dashed violet line
is omited from the DART Expansion Business Case, page 53 (2015).



  

Part II: Outstanding Concerns
 The “Forgoten railway” (ii)

Right: Slides showing lower cost 
alternatves to DaART Underground 
considered by the Natonal Transport 
Authority in 2015.

Again the Royal Canal railway is not 
shown in its entrety, with Daocklands 
Staton shown to be linked by the 
Darumcondra line alone. 

The opton of divertng Maynooth 
and Sligo trafc onto the Royal Canal 
line so as to leave the Darumcondra 
route free for DART Underground 
trafc was not addressed.  



  

Part II: Outstanding Concerns
1. Project Splitng and the “Forgoten railway” (iii)

The applicant has asserted:
“the Dublin Dunboyne/M3 Parkway rail line ('Maynooth Line' operatng from 
Connolly Staton) has been included”. Secton 4.2.2.4 of EIAR Appendix A9.2 
mentons the Maynooth and refers to connectvity of the proposal with existng 
services. It does not seem to refer to the idea of a new airport DART being routed 
onto an existng line, i.e. the Drumcondra line – unless the applicant can explain 
otherwise?

A more relevant reference to the idea of the Darumcondra line being used for a new 
airport DaART service can be found on page 92 in the original appraisal ”The Fingal/ 
North Dublin Transport Study 2014-15 (Part ii)”, from which MetroLink has emerged 
as the best opton. In that it is stated: 
“as outlined in Secton 7.3.2, the operatonal feasibility of HR8 is largely dependent 
on capacites available on the Western Suburban Line. Unless services are removed 
from this line the maximum frequency of the HR8 service is constrained to 4 trains 
per hour which as outlined graphically in Figure 7.17 is insufcient  to meet demand 
and therefore does not meet the objectves of this study.”

Can the applicant explain:

A) Where is the Royal Canal railway in the map, that features in the appraisal 
prior to MetroLink, as reproduced to the right?  

B) As above, the assessment discounted the opton of  HR8”, the opton of using 
the Darumcondra line for airport DaART because  of capacites available on the 
Western Suburban Line. As services can be “removed” by divertng Maynooth and 
Sligo trafc onto the Royal Canal line, can the applicant explain where this opton 
was addressed?

C) As Sligo and Maynooth trafc can be routed onto the Royal Canal railway, what 
obstacle prevents the Drumcondra route being used by an airport DART, thus 
negatng the need to tunnel to Charlemont?  



  

Part II: Outstanding Concerns
1. Project Splitng and the “Forgoten railway” (iv)

Exclusion of the Royal Canal railway by state agencies is part 
of a larger approach that denies services to very populated 
areas living beside the railways in Daublin’s central core.

When the new DART South West service opens, it will only 
stop twice in the 12 kilometres between Connolly Staton 
and Clondalkin Staton by the M50. 

Circa 150,000 Dublin city residents could be served by 
DART services if statons were sited in logical locatons, i.e. 
by Daublin Zoo, Croke Park, Ballyfermot, Cross Guns 
Bridge /’Glasnevin’, Inchicore, Cabra, East Wall – with beter 
pedestrian access at Connolly, Heuston, and Daocklands.

The potental utlity of Daublin’s Irish Rail lines seems to be 
ignored for purpose of new systemic uses, i.e. an airport 
DaART line – and also for use by natves living adjacent.

Because of MetroLink, Irish Rail have deferred opening a 
new ‘Glasnevin’ staton untl MetroLink opens, as per my 
prior submission. An objectve of the City Daevelopment Plan 
since 2008, 20,000 residents would be served if this were 
done, and a staton sited at a nodal point.

It would have been beter to have avoided project splitng 
contemporaneous railway development in Daublin into 
separate projects, if a railway to the airport is to be built at 
specifcaton diferent to Luas.
   
Populaton estmates are based on ArcGIS generated data as 
per CSO.

Circa 150,000 Dublin residents could be served by existng railways with new statons / access 
A DaART service to the airport could be accommodated on the existng network if the Maynooth 
and Sligo trafc is rerouted onto the Royal Canal railway. This means tunnelling south of 
‘Glasnevin’/ Cross Guns Bridge to Charlemont is unnecessary if a rail tunnel opton is desired. 

Heuston
Beter Access

Connolly
Beter Access

Some Airport DART 
services to Greystones

Docklands Terminus
Beter Access

Zoo Staton (New)

Cabra 
(New)

Cross Guns Bridge / 
Glasnevin (New)

Croke Park
(New)

East Wall (New)

To Dublin Airport: New DART branch 

To Kilcock (New)

Via Kilmainham and 
Ballyfermot (Both New)

To Grand Canal Dock
if desirable to have 2 
network nodal points.

1 km new tunnel. 

The forgoten railway and possible airport DaART could be part of a bigger resoluton of 
Daublin’s transport challenges, in line with natonal policy, EU policy, and OECDa philosophy.

To Charlemont & Sandyford, later stage

Darumcondra 



Luas Network Expansion: 2 Luas lines to the airport

                       Tunnelling is exorbitantly costly and huge GHG / environmental 
impact. It needs to be properly justfed.

• Concept shown right: Daublin Airport to be served by 2 Luas lines; an extension of 
the Green Luas line to Swords – and a new line via Beaumont to the city centre. 
The new line would avoid arterial routes.

• The new line would have branches to Raheny and Tallaght,  serving Coolock, 
Rathfarnham, Templeogue – as well as Rathgar, Churchtown, Daundrum, 
Goatstown, UCDa, Merrion, and Blackrock. 

• The Lucan Luas would be routed from Red Cow via Clondalkin to Leixlip, enabling 
easier movement around Daublin’s west suburbs..

• The Poolbeg Luas would be built as far as Sydney Parade Staton, so as to connect 
the Luas with the DaART network.

• The Finglas Luas would be built as already planned.

• Blanchardstown would get a DaART branch from the Maynooth line.

• 9 of the 12 BusConnects destnatons would be served.

Cost: €3,077.25 – €4,407 million, including other highlighted lines (2019 estmate).

As per Donal O’Brolchain’s submission, the concept shown to the right would address 
the airport with 2 overland Luas lines. The idea of serving the airport and Swords by 
overland Luas was seemingly ruled out before MetroLink because there would be too 
litle passenger capacity on one line, such as a Green Luas branch. 

Can the applicant show where consideraton was given to the idea of developing 
two overland Luas light rail lines to the airport? 

Part II: Outstanding Concerns: 2. Opton of 2 overland Luas airport lines.



  

To close:

1. Can An Bord Pleanála get the applicant to address maters raised in this presentaton to a standard to pass a test of external reasonable opinion?

2. As per Part 1 of this presentaton, can An Bord Pleanála request or direct that ‘Except Buses’ signs  be erected at the junctons of Sherif and 
Guild streets, and Haddington and Northumberland Roads?

3. In the event of consent being granted, can An Bord Pleanála conditon as part of the project that beter bus services are provided in the interim 
at a reasonable cost to users?

4. Hitherto, Daublin airport underground railway projects have had a dismal record of non-delivery (RAPIDa 1972, CIE 1974, and Metro North 2011). 
Last tme the exercise cost circa €250 million for planning, which would have been nearly enough to build an overland Luas branch to the airport, as 
per state policy in the 1990s. Yet the only physical result is an underground staton at the Mater Hospital that is idle and unconnected. 

The unused Mater staton is comparable with the Becket Bridge, where unused Luas lines are buried on each side, and where there are two bus 
lanes – one of which is not used by any regular service (northbound), with the other bus lane used only hourly by 702/3 southbound services .

Perhaps Daublin has been unlucky with repeated project collapses of previous airport underground projects?
 
Or maybe setlements with typography of less than 6 storeys high do not tend to economically justfy astronomically expensive underground lines. 

What assurance or contngency plan does the applicant have which the Bord can fnd satsfactory, in the event of project collapse?

Thank you for consideraton of these maters.
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